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Synopsis

Who are the men committing the rising number of serial homicides in the U.S. -- and why do they
kill? The increase in these violent crimes over the past decade has created an urgent need for more
and better information about these men: their crime scene patterns, violent acts, and above all, their
motivations for committing these shocking and repetitive murders.This authoritative book represents
the data, findings, and implications of a long-term F.B.l.-sponsored study of serial sex killers.
Specially trained F.B.I. agents examined thirty-six convicted, incarcerated sexual murderers to build
a valuable new bank of information which reveals the world of the serial sexual killer in both
quantitative and qualitative detail. Data was obtained from official psychiatric and criminal records,
court transcripts, and prison reports, as well as from extensive interviews with the offenders
themselves.Featured in this book is detailed information on the F.B.l.’s recently developed Violent
Criminal Apprehension Program (VICAP) and a sample of an actual VICAP Crime Analysis Report

Form.
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Customer Reviews

"Sexual Homicide - Patterns and Motives by Ressler, Burgess & Douglas is a 234-page text which
sets forth group characteristics of sexual murderers and consequential societal responses elicited
in/by affected families, victims, legal system, law enforcement, & forensic investigators.Core of the
text is based on interrogation of 36 incarcerated sexual killers of 1 or more of 118 victims & critical

analysis of these victims by interviews with familes, associates, etc. Study revealed killers were



male, 92% white: 80% killed 2 or more victims (82% female) with 73% 15-28 years in age.Attention
is given to assess child/adolescent formative events, societal perceptions & pressures which may
be motivational to sexual killers who exhibit aberrant thought patterns, deviant behavior, and
aggression linked to sexual expressivity.The study discusses FBI Behavioral Science Unit profiling
of murderous acts: organized, disorganized or (mixed). And, distinguishes sexual homicide from
motivated murders (felony, argumentative, etc.). Discussed is sexual and aggressive motivations in
rape and subcategorizes compensatory (fantasy), exploitive/impulsive, displaced (anger/rage) and
sadistic fantasies of rapists.Crime scene and criminal profiling is reviewed noting this "is at the
cutting edge of modern law enforcement" and "There is no place for speculation in forensic
science." Chapters are devoted to police artist composite drawing and victim’s family response to
trauma (excellent).Discussion is given of VICAP & establishment of NCAVC in 1984 as a joint
project of DOJ & FBI to create Behavioral Sciences Services & 4 programs to analyse, identify and

track violent crime & killers. It concludes with VICAP Crime Analysis Report (186 questions).
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